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How Much Does Wegovy Cost?
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Key takeaways:

» Wegovy (semaglutide), a prescription medication for chronic weight
management, has a list price of about $1,350 for a 28-day supply. This
means that the medication could cost more than $16,000 per year
without insurance or manufacturer discounts.

» Coverage for weight-loss medications like Wegovy varies widely
depending on the kind of insurance you have and where you live.

« A manufacturer savings offer may help ease the cost — but only if you
have insurance that covers Wegovy and you meet other requirements.

Access savings to related medications @ Promotional disclosure
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Wegovy (semaglutide), an under-the-skin injection, was FDA approved in 2021 for
chronic weight management, making it the first medication of its kind to receive
such approval since 2014. Wegovy was also approved in March 2024 to help
prevent heart attacks, strokes, and heart-related death in adults with a
cardiovascular condition and either overweight or obesity. At that time, it became
the first weight loss medication to gain this indication.

Wegovy currently has a list price (the amount set by the manufacturer) of about
$1,350 for a 28-day supply. But the cash price, or the amount pharmacies charge

you for the medication without discounts or insurance, can be higher due to
markups and dispensing fees.

Wegovy also doesn’t have a generic equivalent, meaning there aren’t more
affordable versions available. Even so, there are ways to save.

Living With Extra Weight: A Mission to Get Rid of
Obesity Stigma
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Wegovy is a weekly injection that targets areas of the brain that requlate appetite,
fullness, and cravings. It also slows down how quickly food leaves your stomach. If
you inject it every week, you might feel less hungry throughout the day and eat less
than usual.

Wegovy is not insulin. It’s in a drug class called glucagon-like peptide 1 (GLP-1)
agonists and is used along with a healthy diet and routine exercise.

The medication is available in pharmacies throughout the U.S. for those with a
prescription. Wegovy samples are occasionally available through prescribers.

Promotion disclosure @

Save up to 17% on wegovy with GoodRx

Different pharmacies offer different prices for the same medication. GoodRx helps find the
best price for you.

Q@ Toorak, VIC Wegovy (1 carton (4 prefilled 0.25mg pens) 0... 2
® RiteAid $78 retail $1,315 » CGet free savings>
Save 26%
@ Safeway ¥re4o retal 81,360 > <Get free savings>
Save 17%
&\ Albertsons $reaoretail  $1,360 >( Getfree savings>
Save 17%
v

* No store membership required at Costco

(See all coupons)

@aﬂ_'rlyrzsf +B7(0)F 9762 2034 Austrafiag Dstribwtors

Irporters & Meaw'scurers

___? Ec”-”‘--’f‘-*’f'l"miﬂ wnw, chrambech.ned. oo

Waobaite NEW : wovrw . chromalytic, nel au E-mail  infelichromtech.net.su Tel: 03 9T62 2034 . . . in AUSTRALIA




To qualify for a Wegovy prescription, you must have been told by a healthcare
professional that you’re either obese or overweight and have at least one weight-
related medical condition.

Does it work?

In the 68-week clinical trial for Wegovy, participants lost an average of about 15%
of their initial body weight, compared to those who had a placebo (sugar pill). As an
example, someone whose starting weight was 220 lbs would have lost an average
of 33 lbs while taking Wegovy.

In addition, a newer study funded by Novo Nordisk found that Wegovy reduced the
overall rate of major heart problems by 20% in people with obesity and heart
disease. These included heart attacks, stroke, and cardiovascular-related death.

WHAT TO READ NEXT
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View more v

What factors affect Wegovy's cost?

While the list price of Wegovy is about $1,350 for a 28-day supply, most people
won’t pay this price if they receive discounts or their health insurance covers

weight-loss medications.
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Many factors could affect how much you pay out of pocket for Wegovy, including:

The pharmacy you choose

Your insurance coverage status

Your location

Your prescribed dosage

Your eligibility for patient assistance programs or manufacturer savings cards

Given that Wegovy is typically prescribed for long-term use, your out-of-pocket
costs could add up fast. There’s no generic available, either, so Wegovy prices are
expected to remain high. However, if you use a GoodRx coupon or are eligible for
manufacturer discounts, you could save on Wegovy.

Which insurance plans cover Wegovy?

Unfortunately, coverage for obesity care and weight-loss medications can be hit or
miss.

For example, Medicare plans are not allowed to cover prescription medications
taken solely for weight loss, since they’re not considered medically necessary by

the agency. However, if you take Wegovy to reduce the risk of a heart condition, it
may be covered. As mentioned, Wegovy was FDA approved in March 2024 to
reduce the risk of a life-threatening cardiovascular event in certain adults.
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than $250

Get the power of Semaglutide, for less

o Same active ingredient as Ozempic. No injection required.
o Suppress appetite + reduce cravings

\___e Drons placed under tonaue

Cigna, a private insurance company, covers Wegovy if it is considered medically

necessary for weight loss, but you must meet all criteria. Some Blue Cross Blue

Shield plans also cover Wegovy for members who meet plan eligibility

requirements.

Here’s what to expect for weight-loss medication coverage with a few common

insurance options.

Type of insurance

Expected coverage for weight-loss medications

Employer-provided
insurance

It varies. If your plan doesn’t offer coverage, you
may be able to work with your prescriber to write
a letter requesting_ coverage.
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Medicare Medications prescribed for weight-loss purposes
alone are not covered. But you may receive
coverage for medically accepted indications,
such as heart attack and stroke prevention.

Veterans Affairs (VA) Those participating in the MOVE! program may
health benefits qualify for coverage.

Tricare (military) Tricare Prime and Tricare Select plans may offer
insurance coverage for medications that are determined to

be medically necessary for treating obesity.

Individual/family It varies. ACA marketplace plans aren’t required
coverage via the to offer obesity medication coverage, but some
Affordable Care Act (ACA) | plans may.

If you have Medicaid, your coverage will depend on where you live. Insurance
coverage policies for weight-management medications such as Wegovy are
evolving. You can go to Wegovy’s website, choose the “Check your insurance

coverage” page, click on “l am a patient,” and choose Medicaid to see if your state’s
program covers the medication.

Here are the state Medicaid programs that cover Wegovy:

 California

e Delaware

« Georgia

« Hawaii (not all plans)
« Kansas

» Michigan

e Minnesota

« Mississippi
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« New Hampshire

e Pennsylvania

» Rhode Island (not all plans)
« Tennessee

« Virginia

Wisconsin

Your insurer may require a prior authorization or have you try other treatments
before you can get coverage for Wegovy.

Is a generic version of Wegovy available?

No, because Wegovy remains under an active patent, a generic version isn’t
available. And there probably won’t be one for quite a while because patent terms
are set at 20 years.

Other prescription medications contain semaglutide, the active ingredient in
Wegovy. But they aren’t FDA approved for weight loss. Another Novo Nordisk
medication, Ozempic, a medication approved to help people with Type 2 diabetes
manage their blood glucose (sugar), also contains semaglutide but at a lower dose
than Wegovy. Rybelsus is an oral version of semaglutide that’s also approved for
blood glucose control in people with Type 2 diabetes.

How to get Wegovy covered by insurance

Because Wegovy is FDA approved for weight loss, many insurance providers won’t
cover it. However, following the three steps below could increase your chances of
getting Wegovy covered under your insurance plan:

1. Review your health insurance plan. Find out what, if any, insurance coverage
your provider offers for treatments for weight loss or chronic weight
management, including prescription medications. Check your plan’s formulary
to see if Wegovy is listed as a covered medication. If necessary, contact your
insurance provider and ask what your plan covers.
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2. Schedule an appointment with your healthcare professional. Ask your
prescriber if they can write a letter to your insurance plan outlining why
Wegovy is medically necessary for your care. Then, submit it to your insurance
provider for their review, or ask your prescriber to submit it.

3. Appeal for reconsideration. If your insurance provider denies your first request
for coverage, you can file an appeal to overturn that decision. Check your
insurance plan for details on the appeal process, and send an appeal letter
outlining why Wegovy is necessary to your overall health.

Are there any options available to help cover
the price of Wegovy?

For those who qualify, Wegovy’s manufacturer provides a savings offer that covers
up to 13 28-day fills (four injectable pens) of the medication. With the savings offer,
you could pay as little as $0 for each eligible 28-day supply.

Wegovy savings offer

Program https://www.novocare.com/obesity/products/wegovy/savings-
website offer.html

Phone 1-888-793-1218

number

Manufacturer | Novo Nordisk

How much With private or commercial insurance, you could pay as little
can | save? as $0 per month for up to 13 fills, with maximum savings of
$225 per 28-day supply. If you pay cash or your commercial
insurance doesn’t cover Wegovy, your maximum savings
could be $500 per 28-day supply.

How do | get Sign up for the Wegovy savings offer.
the discount?
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Are there any | This discount is only available to people with a valid
restrictions? prescription. You must live in the U.S. People covered by
public programs such as Medicaid, Medicare, Medigap,
Tricare, or VA benefits aren’t eligible.

How do you get a prescription for Wegovy?

If you are interested in a prescription for Wegovy, you can do the following:

» Reach out to a prescriber. Make an appointment with a prescriber to discuss
your health and weight-management goals. Based on your medical history,
needs, and health status, they can help you determine if Wegovy is an option
for you.

» Obtain a medical exam. Your prescriber may give you a physical exam to
determine your current health status before recommending weight-loss
medications.

« ldentify the best treatment plan. If your prescriber determines that Wegovy is
an option for you, they will provide more information about your treatment
plan, which will likely include details about potential side effects and how to
use the medication.

« Schedule follow-up care. If you receive a prescription for Wegovy and start
treatment, your prescriber may ask you to return for follow-up care, so they
can monitor your progress and address any concerns you may have.

You may also be able to get a prescription online using a telehealth service.
However, these services may charge fees or require you to enroll in a subscription
or membership program to meet with a prescriber.

It’'s important to note that increased demand for Wegovy has resulted in a short
supply. So you may have to wait until the supply increases to fill a prescription.

The bottom line
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Wegovy (semaglutide) is a potentially helpful weight-loss tool that’s
designed to be used along with diet and exercise. But the high sticker price
can be a sticking point for many — especially those who don’t have
insurance that covers Wegovy. If you don’t have adequate coverage for
Wegovy, you may be able to take advantage of savings programs and
advocate for coverage with the help of your healthcare professional.
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GoodRx Health has strict sourcing policies and relies on primary sources such as medical
organizations, governmental agencies, academic institutions, and peer-reviewed scientific
journals. Learn more about how we ensure our content is accurate, thorough, and unbiased by

reading our editorial guidelines.
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Can Semaglutide Prevent Strokes? What to Know
About Wegovy and Ozempic's Stroke Benefits

Written By Alyssa Billingsley, PharmD

;ﬂ.ﬂaﬂ-'?fvf" — #G1(0)3 9762 2034 ~ Australian Distributors
e

———pgm—— Irporters & Meaw'scurers
R Ec"”*“‘"-“-"l”miﬂ‘ waw, chrovmfech.ned.ow
Waobaite NEW : wovrw . chromalytic, nel au E-mail  infelichromtech.net.su Tel: 03 9T62 2034 . . . in AUSTRALIA




[

y

Can't Fill Your Wegovy Prescription? Here Are 5
Wegovy Alternatives to Consider

Written By Hope Chang, PharmD, AAHIVP
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Can You Get Pregnant While Taking Ozempic? How
Weight-Loss Medications Affect Fertility

Written By Sophie Vergnaud, MD
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How Long Does Wegovy Stay In Your System? Plus, 8
Other Wegovy FAQs Answered

Written By Alyssa Billingsley, PharmD
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GoodRx
Tips

FOR TAKING WEGOVY

How to Inject Wegovy (Plus 4 More Tips to Get the
Most From Wegovy)

Written By Niousha Nader, PharmD, BCCCP
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Is Wegovy Good for Your Heart? What to Know About
Semaglutide’s Cardiovascular Benefits

Written By Alyssa Billingsley, PharmD
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Mounjaro vs. Wegovy: 6 Differences You Should Know
About

Written By Christina Aungst, PharmD

@_‘?Mf’lrt:c +61j0)7 9762 203¢  Australian Distributors
e ECH o forsr v py i ww, chrovmbech.ned. o

Wobaite MEW : woorw . chromalytic.nel.ou E-mail § infolchromtech.net.su Tel: 03 9762 2034 . . . in AUSTRALIA




Semaglutide for Weight Loss: How It Works and
Compares to Other Weight-Loss Medications

Written By Alyssa Billingsley, PharmD

- T/ T Austrafian Distributors
fi’;ﬂ"ﬂﬂf B e #GT{0)3 9762 2034 :

= g——
— Eﬂ'ﬂ‘ r o I 2 3 Py Cod W chrambech nat.my
Wabaite MEW : vwoww chromalytic. nel.au E-mail ; infedchromtech.net.au Tel: 03 9762 2034 . . . in AUSTRALIA |




Qsymia vs. Wegovy for Weight Loss: 6 Differences to
Consider

Written By Patricia Weiser, PharmD
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What Is It Like When You Stop Taking Wegovy?

Written By Jillian Amodio
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Weight-Loss

The Latest Updates: 14 New Weight Loss Drugs on the
Horizon
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Zepbound vs. Wegovy for Weight Loss: 5 Differences
to Consider

Written By Alyssa Billingsley, PharmD
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Does Medicare Cover Wegovy, Zepbound, and Other
Weight-Loss Medications?

Written By Charlene Rhinehart, CPA
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Do You Need to Take Wegovy Forever? Maybe, If You
Want to Maintain Weight Loss

Written By Nicole Rowe, MD
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9 Reasons You Might Not Be Losing Weight on
Wegovy — and What You Can Do About It

Written By Nicole Rowe, MD
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What Are the Best Prescription Weight-Loss Pills?
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Ozempic, Trulicity, and More: 10 GLP-1 Agonist Drugs
and How to Navigate Your Options

Written By Julie Adkison, PharmD, BCACP, CDCES
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Wegovy vs. Phentermine for Weight Loss: 6 Key

Differences to Remember

Written By Nikki Javit, PharmD
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Wegovy vs. Saxenda: 5 Differences Between These
Weight-Loss Injections

Written By Alyssa Billingsley, PharmD
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Wegovy vs. Ozempic: Are They The Same? 5
Differences You Should Know About

Written By Alyssa Billingsley, PharmD
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GLP-1 Agonists vs. SGLT2 Inhibitors: 6 Differences
Between These Diabetes Medications

Written By Christina Aungst, PharmD
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Plenity vs. Wegovy for Weight Management: 6
Similarities and Differences to Consider

Written By Alyssa Billingsley, PharmD
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Losing Weight After 50: How | Shed Belly Fat and
Improved My Health With Wegovy

Written By Chris Kenning
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5 Wegovy Interactions You Should Know About

Written By Julie Adkison, PharmD, BCACP, CDCES

View more

Browse medications viewAll

Research prescriptions and over-the-counter medications from A to Z, compare drug prices, and start saving.
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This information is for informational purposes only and is not meant to be a substitute for professional medical
advice, diagnosis or treatment. GoodRx is not offering advice, recommending or endorsing any specific
prescription drug, pharmacy or other information on the site. GoodRx provides no warranty for any information.
Please seek medical advice before starting, changing or terminating any medical treatment.

GoodRx is not sponsored by or affiliated with any of the third-party brands identified. Trademarks, brands,
logos, and copyrights are the property of their respective owners.

GoodRx works to make its website accessible to all, including those with disabilities. If you are having difficulty
accessing this website, please call or email us at 1-855-268-2822 or ada@goodrx.com so that we can provide
you with the services you require through alternative means.
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